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.l8E nAGrcAriOiESrOF g A Y GA'
Wanderina alon€ in mysterious woods
can be danaerous, whether you're ln a
rairy tale landscap€ or a city park. The
characiers in u.ban staSes' new lam-
ily show are Fapp€d in both : they've
ventured into the enchanted wilderness
of Russian lolklore, riaht in tbe urbar
junSle ot Brookl]'n. Slanlon Wood'$
"Magical Forest of Baba Yag4" a free-
wheelint rranslation of th€ Euaene
Schwanz Russian play "Two Maples,"
unfolds ln Prosp€cl Park, where a fast-
talklng real eslate agent (Ned Massey)
has b€€n trosformed into a b€ar by the
witch Baba Yaaa (Nixki E. Walker),
here a blu€-haired pop diva. Lisa (Ma-
ria Silv€rman), a Russian imIr'igrart,
is trying to find her sons, Fred (R ain€y
Lacey) and Eson (catherine Kjom€),
whom Baba Yaaa has changed into ma-
ple trees. The show features a score by

Greg E. Adairand Colm Clarkj it is
played onstage \rth instruments in-
cludinS aglockenspieldd a saw, which
creates a deliahtfully eerie tone. Ryan
Kravetz, the setdesigner, has creat€d a
shimmering toresl and an in8enious
versionor Baba Yaga s mobil€ home, a
hut on chicken legs. They mate a mes-
merizint backdmp for fie contest of
wills b€tween lhe witch and LBa, who is
helped by her younaest son, Ivan
(Aidan Ko€hler), md rhe witch'spers€-
cuted b€ar, dog and cat. Directed by
Aleksey Burago, Baba Yaga 'proves
what may children probably suspect :
wben it comes to power, a witch'swiles
are no maich for Mom s. (Today and tG
morrow at 2 and?p.m.,Tuesday
through Thursday at 2 p.m. Through
Jan.7. Urban Staaes,259 West 30th
Streei, MaDhattan, 212{68-4444,
urbanstages.org; t20.)
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